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6. Today's World
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Welcome to your weekly Boomer Women
Inspiration Series

Chapter Six - Today's World: Welcome back! This week we take the opportunity
to once again broaden our view with our Boomer Women. We start to look at the
societal issues they feel are important to them and their generation, and why. In
an exciting development, this week's set of activities also saw us openly prompt a
discussion on charities with our community for the first time - even though it's
already cropped up spontaneously throughout!

In this edition, expect to discover a few snippets as to their views and opinions on
their own legacies and how these play into some of the world's social problems,
who they feel is likely to make waves in these areas in the future, and the role of
charities as part of this grand discussion.

Let's start by looking at how Boomer Women view legacy, and let's begin with a
poem.
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I The World Around You
1 absolutely love the poem 'Success ' by Ralph Waldo Emerson. It epitomises what | hope will be my legacy.

To laugh often and much:

To win the respect of inteligent people and

the affection of children:

To earn the approbation of honest critics and endure
the betrayal of false friends;

To appreciate beauty:

To find the best in others:

To give of one’s se:

To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child
a garden patch, or a redeemed social condition:

To have played and laughed with enthusiasm and
sung with exultation:

To know even one life has breathed easier because you
have lived

This is to have succeeded.

‘Success: Ralph Waldo Emerson

Legacy for Boomer Women lies in the little things

When thinking about their own legacy, our women prefer not to see themselves
as world changers, but rather those who place great emphasis on the small acts
in life that add up to a bigger difference. They are not concerned with leaving
behind grand displays of materialistic or public success, but rather consider the
impact and influence they would like to think they've had on those closest to
them.

For them, legacy is something that lives and breathes close to home and within
their personal spheres of influences. Acts of kindness, showing care for others
and a focus on communities that help each other are all important parts of
leaving something behind that they can be proud of. Passing on positive values
to those closest to them in order to feel as though they've left a moral influence
lies at the heart of legacy for many.

oomer Women & Legac

“‘WhilstI'm alive | can make very small benefits in “For me itwon't be about money. Of course |
peoples’ lives daily, hopefully making people happy, want to ensure there will be money for my
laughing and helping whenever | can. Being practical children and arandchildren. But | hobe mv



and giving my time | think s important when I can't give  jegacy is more than financial. For me | would

as much financially. | think there are quite a few people like it to be more about the life and example |
who know they can rely on me for help with anything lead. A good example that would make them
and certainly if they need cheering up. | believe in my determined to be an example to their children
career as a nurse | did some good for many people.” - when it comes to giving their time and love. |
Jayne, 57-66, Married, Retired pray my children’s thoughts of me will put a

smile on their face.”— Jenny, 57-66, Divorced,
“I rather like the quote from George Eliot: ‘The Full-time Employed

important work of moving the world forward does not

wait to be done by perfect men." 5

Though we are all hugely impacted by decisions made ! [‘0’_7 tfeel | will be & 'f“wd changer - If it

at an international/national level it s also the everyday hasn't happened yet it's unikely tol However, |
encounters that affect us deeply and the only ones | would like to think that my legacy will be

feel | have any real control over. | worked in the public showing care, compassion and respect for the
sector, as a nurse and later in nurse education so | planel, my environment and all those | come
hope | had a positive impact in this sphere.” -Alison, into contact with." - Emma, 57-66, Married,
57-66, Co-habiting, Self-employed Retired

But tough times have forced them to cast their
nets more tightly

Tough economic conditions for today's younger generations, and some
awareness of their own generation’s unique pathway to prosperity, has led many
to place a greater focus on helping their immediate family as a first port of call.
Many are aware of the struggles that their own descendants are facing when it
comes to establishing their lives, and feel obligated to consider how they can use
their resources to help them. As a result, charity is increasingly not just beginning
in the home, but being restricted to it under increasingly constrained economic
environments.

"My first priority is my family and the effect on future generations. | hope to
leave them with enough of a monetary legacy to cushion them for a short time
against financial concerns. | believe | have taught them consideration of others
and have helped them to work out their priorities.” - Alison, 67-77, Divorced,
Retired

Legacy and Family




Who will have the biggest impact on our world in 2050?

Women who will sh

“[Greta Thunberg]is obviouslyto be admired
for her tenacity and passion but to be honest,
she does grate on me a bit. Although she
comes across a as a very caring and
passionate young lady, there is also a hint of
smugness about her that annoys me a bit." -
Beryl, 67-77, Married, Retired

“She [Greta] aftracts attention to the issue of climate change. However, for change fo
happen on a significant level, political and economic changes will need to be made.” -

Alison, 57-66, Co-habiting, Self Employed
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I really admire Meghan Markle as
a strong, caring, compassionate

woman. “She [Michelle Obama] is working on

She seems to genuinely care and uplifting young women through The Girls

helps many different charities and Opportunity Alliance, a program that seeks

organisations for people, animals to empower adolescent girls around the
oL — Jayne, 91-00, et A et bt s ™ dwrrieps ST 88,

Married, Retired Divorced, Full-time Employed

Unsurprisingly, our audience picked out three iconic women who they feel will
have a lasting impact on the world for the better in the future. What unites them
is their passion and commitment to their causes, and not being afraid to ruffle a
few feathers in order to attract attention to the causes they're raising awareness
fort

However, females were in the minority for even our Boomer Women. They still felt
the world ahead in 2050 was likely to be influenced most by a host of men;
emerging from the worlds of monarchy, technology, science and - of course -
the untouchably unique, Sir David Attenborough.

But it’s still a man’s world for ma

Royals Sir David The Tech Guys
Y

“His passion and beliefin
building with sustainability,
with growing with nature and
not losing hentage and
identiy, inspires me greatly.
His dedication to community
e
understanding of the
intrinsic value of it. He alsa
investsin the youth of the
country."—Michelle, 67-77,

Mar Retired
i “David Attenborough because heis 1 went for Elon Musk, mainly for
incredibly intelligent, passionate, well hiswork in bringing electric cars
ir F ing ir to ity but all
Sclentists —— y or50 yoars and hisinvestmentin Al which
P e the dramati i i I'm
Geneticit He has andpolential catasirophic changes not sure f all e does is good, but
Pl obal His Irsaasthecossalctal
i firelessly toletthe world know of the foundation. "~ Tania, 57-66,
sl . problems thatlie ahead "~ Pat, 67-77, Married, Part-time Employed
-Sally, 67-77, Divorced, Self-Employed
Married, Retired

Charities have a vital role to play in today's
world

Boomer Women grew up and spent much of their lives with a solid awareness of
charities and their influence on the world around them. And they identify that
they're needed now more than ever for a number of reasons:

fenlelfiizabring people together to reflect on their social responsibilityfelgleRie]
Slele Syl eV slalely 1 “ - Barbara, 67-77, Married, Part-time Employed

"I think the role of charities is critical when considering the big issues in the world
lele) WIS Cise awareness and funas and soive problemsygiigeelVslsldelle]
particularly respect charities that try to address the route of the problem.” -
Alison, 67-77, Divorced, Retired

‘Charities are absolutely vital. They are on the ground seeing what people are

facing. They [elCRG LR =R sg (glel Wy Telg e s =Tel * - Tracey, 57-66, Married,

Retired

QG the country is propped up by charities filling the gaps in societyfilels
authorities cannot meet. Where there are global disasters charities step up to
aid the vulnerable. In the cost of living crisis charities feed and clothe people
and their dependents, help pay bills and give hope. Without charities the world
would be a lot scarier and desperate.” - Ann, 67-77, Married, Retired

But they've become more discerning
towards them over time

Whilst they recognise their vital role, many Boomer Women acknowledge that
they've become more selective when it comes to choosing which ones to actively



supl NITR WNAT Teels lIKe a Droirerarion or cnarities in recent times. Ir (sea
awareness of ‘wastage spend’ at larger ones and media coverage of scandals,
it's become harder to decide which charity feels msot worthy of their time or

money.

‘One thing that puts me off making a donation to some charities is the large
salaries their senior staff earn. | understand that they need experienced staff
and they may earn less than in other sectors but it puts me off making a
donation. So my feelings are mixe;, | recognise the support they give is essential
to many, they may also act as a voice for change but do they really need to pay
senior staff so much?” - Alison, 57-66, Co-habiting, Self-employed

‘I do wonder sometimes that some charities could amalgamate, as they are
doing the same things. However, | am constantly surprised by the number of
charities that | haven't heard of who are doing amazing work. Particularly
regionally, people may have a great charity close to them offering face to face
support, while other people who live far away can only access online support, or
sometimes no support at all.” - Tracey, 57-66, Married, Retired

‘I fear they have become too compromised and become sometimes part of the
problem. They are used by politicians as an excuse not to provide structured
support, by some people as a business opportunity, and are slow to remedy the
mistakes they make.” - Joyce, 67-77, Married, Retired

There's clearly no easy answer to many of these conflicting and mixed feelings.
But as we start to explore the world of charities in more detail over our final
weeks, we'll be sure to unpick new ways that you and your colleagues can
navigate these waters.

Next week: We focus on charities! We start by
exploring their understanding and perception of
charities’ marketing, what creates and breaks
trust, the barriers and drivers to engage, and

their expectations from charities.

Find out more: hello@goodinnovation.co.uk
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